144 appearance (morphotypes). Preserved samples of skin and ears were checked for additional 145 mites, which were added to the respective pools. One individual of each pool was cleared in 146 Nesbitt's solution and mounted in Berlese's medium [21] . Specimens were then identified 147 under an optical microscope (Leica DM 1000 LED) at 400x magnification, following 148 nomenclature and methodology of Brennan & Goff [22] .
149
Southern Chile is endemic for Andes Hantavirus, a rodent-borne virus causing 150 Hantavirus cardiopulmonary syndrome [23] . Therefore, the handling of captured animals 151 strictly followed guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) [24] 152 and the American Society Table 2 ). The overall prevalence of chigger 188 mites in different sites showed significant variations and ranged from 25% to 78% (Table 2) .
189 These spatial differences were also present in a Generalized Lineal Model, demonstration 190 that it was less likely to find positive rodents in Sites 3 and 5 than in other sites ( 
